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In an interview published March 27 in daily newspaper El Tiempo (Bogota), mayor-elect of
Medellin, Jose Gomez Martinez, said that he is interested in participating in "dialogue" with
chieftains of the drug cartel headquartered in Medellin. Gomez, general manager of the Medellin
newspaper, El Colombiano, was elected March 13 and is sheduled to take office on June 1. He said
his tenure at El Colombiano will end when he takes over as mayor. With a population of about
two million, Medellin is Colombia's second-largest city. The so-called Medellin drug cartel is
responsible for the lion's share of cocaine sold in the US. In early March, gunmen believed to have
been hired by the drug lords killed Gomez's security chief, and threw a grenade in the entrance of
the El Colombiano offices. Last November in a kidnapping attempt, hired thugs shot up his home.
Gomez and his son repelled the attack with their own firepower. The attackers left a note indicating
that they would kill anyone who "favors" the extradition of drug dealers to the US. Until the death
of Gomez's security chief, El Colombiano had supported efforts by the government to curb drug
trafficking, including extradition of known cartel members to the US. In the interview, Gomez
said that Colombia is a poor country characterized by few possibilities for individual economic
advancement, and inadequate resources to employ in a broad-based and effective anti-narcotics
program. When asked whether he would consider face-to-face talks with drug dealers, Gomez said
such "dialogue" has been lacking thus far, and that he would seek to establish communications.
Gomez then declared that Washington's attitude toward Colombia is basically hostile. The US, he
said, limits itself to "criticizing Colombia and blocking our trade." According to Gomez, Colombia
is a friendly nation and should be treated as such by the US. In January, shortly after a member of
the Medellin cartel was released from prison in Bogota, the US Customs Service began obstructing
entry of Colombian exports to the US. Hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of seafood and
fresh flowers rotted in the customs warehouses. US reaction also affected Colombians traveling to
the US who were delayed for several hours due to prolonged baggage inspection. When asked if
extradition to the US was an important solution to the drug problem, Gomez said that he accepted it
in principle. However, he added, the threat of extradition has created so many problems that other
solutions must be considered. (Basic data from AP, 03/27/88)
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